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Some of the food in
@ worm's Intestine breaks

plants grow. These bits make
up port of @ worm'y cantings.
When o worm leaves its castings
Ibehind, the tiny bits go into
the ground and make soll
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Climate
temperature
precipitation
climatic water balance
time course, stochasticity

Soil (habitat quality) Provision of food (nutrient flow)
physical: texture, depth, litter fall
coherence, structural stability root turnover

(tillage)
chemical: pH, oxygen supply,
toxic elements and chemicals

rhizodeposition
manure, OM additions

/
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Earthworm abundance

~
~

Biological properties Ecological interactions
intrinsic population growth rate PTEd'dIUIDﬂ
stress resistance (drought, parasitism
freezing) competition

dispersal power
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